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THE IMPACT OF YOUR SUPPORT
FY15 Year at a Glance

Why YOUR support is important

1-2

children are
diagnosed with
cancer each week in
Central Virginia

400

childhood cancer
survivors in our
community

1,433

Patient/Family Visits
by our chaplain

125
children in
active
treatment

2/3

of all survivors
have late
effects from
treatment

Fiscal Year 2012

Family Support

50%

of families report
severe financial
hardship

36

$25,619
in financial
assistance

financial
assistance
grants

1/2

of all families with a child in treatment
report having access to such
psychological services in the U.S.

1,041
hours of care by
our psychologist

Education Is Key

EXPENSES
80% Programs
12% Management
8% Fundraising

$573,700

REVENUE
52% Special Events
38% Individuals &
Corporations
9% Grants
1% In-kind

$530,164

40 YEARS

Cancer treatment = missed school days

300
60
22

hours of tutoring
campers in Summer Enrichment
college scholarships awarded

Impact of

40

years in our
community

			ASK Parent

“ASK and ASK will be there!!!!”
That is how I have felt about ASK the many
years that I have been a pediatric hematologist/
oncologist in Richmond. I knew about ASK my first
day of fellowship, July 1, 1985, because I had
been told that they would be supporting a good
portion of my salary as a hematology-oncology
fellow. Those days are now gone and fellowship
funding comes from different sources, but I am
so thankful I got to know the members of ASK so
early in my career. The board consisted almost
entirely of parents of children with cancer and
they were a source of inspiration to me - their
devotion to bettering the lives of children with
cancer and support to young doctors gave a very
personal spin to my training and a greater sense
of responsibility and accountability.

Dr. Massey
in the 80s

40

years of making
life better for
children with
cancer.

If I live a million
years, I won’t
be able to thank
ASK for all that
they’ve done for
my family.”

Over the years, ASK has funded pilot projects and
supported invaluable positions such as child life
therapy and a chaplain for our team. Our current
clinic space was made “child friendly” due to ASK
funds. Most importantly, ASK has made it possible
for our young patients to enjoy the normal things in
life while going through the abnormal challenges
of chemotherapy. The smiles at ASK supported
events such as holiday parties and outings are
priceless; the special recognition our high school
graduates get is heartwarming; the support groups
sponsored are therapeutic and bonding; and the
individual attention our families in need get is
invaluable. Forty years later - the motto still stands
- “ASK and ASK will be there.” Happy Birthday
ASK and may there be countless more to come!!
We appreciate you every day.

CAMPBELL: When I was told that I had cancer,
I was scared. Very quickly the life I knew was
taken away. No more playing with friends or
going to school.

You made FY2015 ASK’s best
year yet! You gave generously
of your time, talents and
financial gifts and it had a big
impact on making life better
for children with cancer here
in our community. Thank you
for helping ASK to achieve the
extraordinary.

SAVANNA: Instead a cancer kid’s days are
filled with hospital stays or trips to the clinic.
Needles and chemo, and don’t forget losing
your hair. I know we look like happy, cute little
girls, but our cancer journeys have been filled with
some very hard days. And we both have had to fight really hard.

Meet
Campbell
& Savanna

Dr.GitaMassey

CAMPBELL: But that is where ASK comes in. ASK lets kids fighting
cancer be kids. They provide some of the most powerful medicine to
help kids get better – FUN!

Your support made sure that 100% of
our after-school tutoring kids moved on
to the next grade level despite missed
school days and cognitive late effects
from treatment.

SAVANNA: Cancer kids spend a lot of time in clinic . . . I mean A LOT!
Miss Katie is there to help fill all that time with games and conversation.
ASK also gives cancer kids an opportunity to spend time with their new
cancer friends outside of the hospital.

Gita V. Massey, MD
Children’s Hospital of Richmond at VCU
Pediatric Hematology-Oncology

32

years of psychosocial support through
dedicated staff positions
including chaplain, child
psychologist and child
life therapist.

20

years ago we renovated the
first ASK clinic space. Since
then we’ve also created an
award-winning clinic and
family resource center. We’re
committed to providing warm,
accessible spaces for our ASK
kids to receive treatment.

13

years of honoring our
brave patients and
survivors through our
“Kourageous Kids”
portrait exhibit.

7

years ago we started the
“Moving Forward” Wellness
Program in partnership
with the YMCA of Greater
Richmond. This year it
was featured as a model
program at a national YMCA
conference.

3

locations now offered for our
afterschool tutoring program
- Richmond, Fredericksburg
and this year’s expansion
into Colonial Heights.

1

great new partnership formed
this year with the Home Building
Association of Richmond.
Through our new “Welcome
Home” program we’re making
sure homes are safe and
accessible for our ASK kids.

You helped ASK kids avoid the “summer
slide” with their academic studies while
they reconnected with their friends
during our summer enrichment program.

You provided snacks, drinks, gas and
meal cards to help defray the expenses
for our families that travel back and
forth from the clinic.

Letter from Executive Director
Dear ASK Friends,
Thank you for making your story part of our story.
ASK’s story started forty years ago in the waiting room of the
pediatric oncology clinic at MCV. At that time, survival rates for
children with cancer were low. Parents turned to each other for
support.
We are grateful to these parents who turned stress, pain and grief
into something amazing. They organized support groups and social
events for the families. They raised funds to hire a chaplain and later
a child life therapist. They wrote the first chapters of ASK’s story!
Today we are the area’s largest and most comprehensive provider of
support services for children with cancer here in our community. And
we serve their families, too.
For many of you, your involvement with ASK has been a personal
one. It has been for me. I remain thankful for the support our family
received when Cooper, my son, went through treatment. You’ve lived
it, too. You have helped your child live through cancer diagnosis and
treatment. I also want to thank those of you not touched directly by
a child with cancer. You have given your time, talents and treasure to
make ASK stronger. You chose to make your story part of our story.
Thank you!
Please join us in celebrating our 40th year of service to children with
cancer. We couldn’t have done it without you.
Gratefully,
Amy Godkin
Executive Director
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It is their compassionate
day-to-day interactions with
our patients and families that
are truly the heart of this
organization.”
ASK Parent

Program Staff
Katie Barber, Child Life Therapist
Matt Bitsko, PhD, Child Psychologist
Tom David Siebert, B.A., M.Div, M.S., Chaplain
Leslie Wright, Program Coordinator
Alma Morgan, Educational Consultant
Jane Gordon, Educational Consultant

ASK Childhood Cancer Foundation
(804) 658-5910 www.ASKccf.org

